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Prince, an 'arrogant although shallow character but with a
pleasing personality', to be their figure-head in the fight against the
King because, 'owing to his more moderate Catholic sentiments,
his connection with Prussia and the charming appearance of his
wife/ he seemed suitable. It was in regard to Abel that the voice
of dissatisfaction was loudest.1

The King was much disconcerted at the situation. Things
have reached a pretty pass in Munich/ he wrote to Tann.2 'They
inveigh against me chiefly on account of my building at Kehlheim,
saying that I am only thinking of fame, and neglecting essentials.
But what in the world has the Hall of Liberty, started two years
ago and paid for out of my own purse, to do with the price of
meat? It is too ridiculous, but when malicious tongues are at
work they find credulous stupidity which listens. . . . Such
feelings are not pleasant, but I should now be used to vilification
during the nineteen years I have reigned.

On 8th October the two statues of Wrede and Tilly, by
Schwanthaler, were to be solemnly set up in the 'FeldherrnhalU*
('Hall of the great generals'), which was the last building at the
town end of the Palaststrasse, the street which had been Ludwig's
dream and which was now making good progress. The unveiling
of these statues was made another occasion for censuring the
King for his love of magnificent buildings, and for spending money
on non-essentials; the censorious never considered that it provided
work for many people. At the same time the King's Pan-German
efforts were honest and far-seeing. Baron Bourgoing recognized
this. In discussing Ludwig's national, 'ultra-Teutonic' senti-
ments, he prophesied that the King would gradually 'make general
the desire for a union of the dismembered portions of German
territory, which would necessarily engulf all the smaller dynasties'.

In those days great excitement over religious matters prevailed
in Bavaria, as indeed all over Germany. Metternich regarded it
as a struggle not only between two creeds but also between the
principle of authority and its negation, in which the antagonisms
between Catholics and Protestants were being exploited. He even
mentioned the possibility of a religious war in Germany,3 in
which case Bavaria and Austria would have to stand side by side.
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